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Dr. Andrew Rossiter takes Matson executives Ku'uhaku Park and Gary Nakamatsu behind the scenes.  

Issue Number 193
2015 JULY | AUGUST | SEPTEMBER

EDITOR
Dr. Andrew Rossiter

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Malini Pather

ART DIRECTOR
Laura Whitelock

SEA SQUIRTS
Erika Brooksby

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Blake Thompson
Leon Ho

PRINTING 
Reskyu

Kilo i‘a is published quarterly by the Uni-
versity of Hawai‘i and the Friends of Waikīkī 
Aquarium and is dedicated 
to increasing the community’s 
knowledge of the Waikīkī Aquarium and 
Hawai‘i’s marine life.

Waikīkī Aquarium
2777 Kalākaua Ave.
Honolulu, HI 96815-4027
PHONE (808)923-9741
FAX (808)923-1771
www.waquarium.org

WRITE TO US AT kiloia@waquarium.org

© 2015 Waikīkī Aquarium

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER WITH 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY INKS

Dr. Andrew Rossiter
Director, Waikīkī Aquarium

M A N A ‘ O

As we approach the year’s midpoint, we 
take a moment to reflect on all the 
relationships we have formed and 
goals we have accomplished thus far, 
and look forward to what’s to come. Of 

the many relationships we have at the Aquarium, 
there are a few that are truly extra-special to us: 
our relationship with our staff, our volunteers, and 
you, our FOWA members. 

Like any organization, the Waikiki Aquarium 
depends upon not only the support of the 
community, but also its staff members and 
volunteers. They serve as the backbone of the 
Aquarium and work tirelessly to meet the highest 
standards of care for the Aquarium’s marine 
specimens to provide the ultimate experience 
for our visitors. We have become so much more 
than an entertainment venue, thanks in part 
to the dedication of our all-star team, offering 
educational programs on-site and research 
opportunities to promote the understanding, 
appreciation, and conservation of Pacific marine 
life. Our programs reach over 30,000 local school 
children annually, inspiring students to ignite 
change in their communities.

As the Aquarium Director for the past 11 
years, it has been a blessing to be a part of the 
numerous milestones and achievements the 
Waikiki Aquarium has celebrated. Thanks to the 
expertise and passion of our more than 30 staff 
and 400 volunteers, we have opened several 
new exhibits, recognized for their ecological 
accuracy. In addition, we have resolved many long- Traditionally, the kilo i‘a was an expert of fish 

and marine life. He studied the behaviors and 
movements of i‘a. The kilo stood at a high 
point of land overlooking the ocean to watch 
for an expected school of fish and steered the 
fishermen in the school’s direction. The success 
of surrounding the school was entirely up to 
the kilo.

Cover Photo Credit: Blake Thompson

standing maintenance issues and established 
robust research relationships with top ranking 
Aquariums and universities throughout the 
country. In short, the contributions of our 
Aquarium staff and volunteers play a tremendous 
role in our success and we are appreciative for 
their steadfast commitment and service.

This month is filled with enjoyable, educational 
activities sponsored by our Aquarium staff and 
volunteers, including behind the scenes tours, 
hands-on crafts, and a Count Our Fish contest 
with a grand prize you’ll jump out of the water 
for: a one-night stay at the New Otani Kaimana 
Beach Hotel, $75 gift certificate to Duke’s Waikiki, 
and admission for four to the Waikiki Aquarium! 
Our annual signature Ke Kani O Ke Kai concert 
series continues on our Aquarium lawn with 
performances by some of Oahu’s top artists and 
ono food provided by local restaurants. We are 
also expanding our research and conservation 
activities as we recently received a $110,000 grant 
to promote marine education and a $300,000 
grant to support reef conservation programs.

We are eternally grateful for the unwavering 
support shown by the FOWA board, staff 
members, volunteers, and your membership. 
Your contributions have allowed us to maintain 
our status as one of the premier marine 
conservation institutions in the Pacific.

Dr. Andrew Rossiter with Matson's 
Ku'uhaku Park and Gary Nakamatsu.

Aqua Explorers Education specialist Guerin 
Earhart and Autumn Soda, Waikiki Dive Center 
with Oceanic, Hollis and Lavacore dive gear.
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PacIOOS, the Pacific island ocean observing system, provides valuable data on 
waves, currents and water quality to Pacific communities. Based within the School 
of Ocean and Earth Science and Technology (SOEST) at the University of Hawai‘i in 
Mānoa, PacIOOS is one of 11 regional associations that make up the U.S. Integrated 
Ocean Observing System. Their latest ocean conditions and forecasts can be viewed 
on the PacIOOS website at http://pacioos.org.

WORLD OCEANS MONTH
The ocean covers  71% of the earth’s surface and its health is critical to our climate, 
sustenance and recreation. World Oceans Month provided an opportunity to raise 
awareness and highlight some of the issues affecting the health of our oceans.

2015

This year Waikiki Aquarium joined forces with Pacific Islands 
Ocean Observing System (PacIOOS), Chaminade University 
Environmental Studies Program, Matson Navigation, 
Duke’s Waikiki, Iolani School, LEGO, LEAHI,   National 
Marine Sanctuaries, Kona Brew, Bishop Museum, Outrigger 
Hotels, Polynesian Voyaging Society and members of the 
community to increase ocean awareness. 

KE KANI O KE KAI
Kaiholu and Makana set the Waikiki Aquarium stage ablaze, as they kicked off the first 
Ke Kani O Ke Kai concert in June.  Celebrating it's 10th year of featuring some of the 
best in Hawaiian music, hula and food in a setting like no other, the Waikiki Aquarium’s 
Ke Kani O Ke Kai season will run until early August. The rest of the concert season 
promises to include unforgettable performances by:  Cyril Pahinui and Jerry Santos, 
July 23; Jake Shimabukuro, August 6.

For tickets, visit http://www.waikikiaquarium.org/interact/
annual-events/ke-kani-o-ke-kai/ 
or stop by the Aquarium front desk 9am to 4pm daily

NOAA Get In Your Sanctuary Day 
Andy Collins, John Armor,  Guy Hicks  Dr. Malia 
Chow, Judy Rubano, Byron Apo

Luana Waikiki-Aqua Hotels & Resorts  Rudy Fao 
and Sunny Chan pose at the photo board created 
by Iolani School students.

Duke's Waikiki managers clean Makapu'u beach.  

Nelson Yrizarry of  LEAHI

L to R:  
Back Row:  Andy Collins, Dr. Andrew Rossiter, 
Steve Gallagher, Dr. Chuck Kelley
Front Row:  Naomi McIntosh, Colleen Heyer, 
Bitsey Kelley, Nainoa Thompson

Photo Credit: Leon Ho
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Behind the Scenes 
Every Thursday of the month, 
3:00 p.m.

Learn what makes the Aquarium 
run, from fish food to quarantine, 
and many stops in between. 
Climb-up and peer into the backs 
of the exhibits. Visit the Coral Farm 
and the Jelly Hale, where sea jellies 
are raised. Minimum age 7 years; 
youngsters must be accompanied 
by an adult. Accessibility is limited. 
$16/adult, $10/child (members 
receive a 40 percent discount). 

Afternoons at the Aquarium 
Every Wednesday 3:00 p.m. 

Every Wednesday, the Aquarium 
hosts an interactive learning 
activity near the Monk Seal Deck. 
Join us for a critter encounter or a 
marine science craft designed for 
families. Free with admission to 
the Aquarium.

Activity Station
Every Wednesday July 8th to 
29th, All Day

The Teen Volunteer program will 
have free hand-on activities and 
crafts, all day on Wednesdays in 
July.  Come learn about sharks, or 
sand or even Hawaiian sea snails.  
There will be a different activity 
every week.  Free with admission 
to the Aquarium.

Fish School
Thursday, July 9th, 23rd
 at 1:00 p.m.

Compare fish to determine: What 
makes a fish a fish? Is a seahorse 
a fish? Why do some have barbels 
and whiskers, while others inflate 
or spit?  Can fish change color? Do 
they really change gender? The 
class is followed by a scavenger 
hunt of the exhibits.  $10/non-
member ($6 for members).

Aquarium Highlights Tours
Tuesday, July 28th, 5:30- 6:45 p.m.

Peek behind the scenes and then 
head into the Aquarium for a 
private, peaceful, after-hours tour. 
Meet both our youngest residents 
in the seahorse nursery and old 
friends like our 38-year-old giant 
clam. Learn to appreciate the 
importance of sea cucumbers, the 
intelligence of an octopus and 
the beauty and diversity of a coral 
reef. Get a look at the peppermint 
angelfish and other unique species 
that can be seen only at Waikīkī 
Aquarium.  $25/non-member, $15/
member. Ages 8 and up.

Family Night: Ocean 
Explorers!
Friday, August 28th, 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Ahoy ocean scientists!  Come 
aboard the RV ‘Imi loa and become 
an ocean explorer.  Learn from 
geologists, volcanologists, and 
deep sea biologists about extreme 

ocean environments.  Learn 
maritime skills from navigators and 
about Hawaiian cultural heritage 
from archaeologists.  Board our 
research vessel to study plankton, 
learn maritime knot tying and 
deploy scientific equipment.  
Exotic animals will be specially 
displayed for the night.  This is 
family fun for all ages – bring 
a picnic and enjoy the warm 
summer night. $15/person, $10 
for members. All paid children’s 
admission tickets get a free 
explorer’s kit. Children 2 and under 
are free.

Marine Educators' Night at 
Waikiki Aquarium
Friday, October 2nd, 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Explore the Aquarium while 
discovering new education 
resources and old friends.  NOAA’s 
Ocean Explorer website and the 
“How do we Explore” curricula 
will be highlighted.  In addition, 
representatives from State 
and Federal organizations and 
education non-profits will have 
tables set up with instructional 
materials for classroom teachers.  
Refreshments will be provided as 
well as door prizes.  The evening 
is free for educators and a guest.  
The program is sponsored by 
NOAA’s Ocean Explorer program 
and the National Marine Sanctuary 
Foundation.

Keiki Time
Wednesdays, October 7th, 14th, 
21th and 28th, 9:15 a.m.

Sharks, turtles, and hermit crabs 
are just some of the animals that 
will be highlighted in these classes 
for kids. Keiki will learn about sea 
creatures through crafts, sing-
ing, storytelling, dance and play.  
Designed for kids 1 to 4 years-old.  
$10/non-member, $6/member. 

Exploring the Reef at Night
Sunday, October 25th, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Join in the first Exploring the Reef 
at Night of the season. Search for 
night-active crabs, lobsters, eels 
and octopuses.  Look for sleeping 
parrotfishes, triggerfishes and day 
octopuses in their dens. For the ad-
venturous, ages 6 years and up .

Look for class updates on:
www.waikikiaquarium.org 

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

To Register: Call 808-440-9011 or
 e-mail: reservations@waquarium.org

WAIKĪKĪ AQUARIUM ACTIVITIES & CLASSES
S A V E
T H E

D A T E

A C T I V I T Y  R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M

NAME(S)
Adults   Phone (Home)
Children/Ages   Phone (Work)
Address
City/State/Zip  Email
PLEASE REGISTER ME FOR
Activity Session Date(s) Number of Adults/Children Price
 /
 /
 /
 /
Total amount of payment enclosed (check payable to “University of Hawai‘i”):
IF PAYING BY CREDIT CARD
Credit card #           VISA      MC
Expiration Date  Last three digits of security code on back of card
I am a FOWA Member   Yes     No
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Nutrition is a very important part of animal husbandry, and affects the 
physical and mental health of animals. Proper nutrition helps ensure that 
animals are healthy, live longer and are more vibrant in color. Incorrect 
nutrition in marine animals can result in a plethora of problems including 
fatty liver syndrome, organ failure and premature death. 

Several factors are to be considered when deciding what an animal should 
eat, these include but are not limited to, the animal’s natural habitat. For 

example, does the animal live on a reef or in the open ocean; the size of the 
animal; anatomical feeding adaptations i.e. mandibles, cephalic lobes, teeth. 

Feeding type should also be considered; is the animal herbivorous, omnivorous 
or carnivorous? 

The above, along with several other factors are taken into consideration when formulating diets for 
the various animals at the Aquarium. Biologists research their animals and their needs and formulate 
diets accordingly. In some instances, recommended daily dietary allowances are available. This is 
then also factored into the animal’s diet. To address some of these needs, food for the animals are 
purchased, cultured and even formulated in house ensuring that the animals receive appropriate 
nutrition. 

The Waikiki Aquarium is fortunate enough to have Biologist, Alan Nelson, who has dedicated many 
years into researching a specialized gel food that makes up a large portion of what is offered to the 
animals at the Aquarium. The gel is a mixture of squid, fish, vegetables, vitamins and gelatin, and has 
proved to be very beneficial to the health of our fish.

In addition to the specialized gel food, the Aquarium has also built a Live feeds Deck, where a variety 
of plankton are cultured. Aquarium Biologist, Gwen Lentes, is responsible for culturing several types 
of plankton that helps to supplement and enrich the diets of the animals at the facility. Ever expand-
ing, the live feeds culture team will also start culturing mysid shrimp in the near future. This will help 
ensure a constant, sustainable source of food for some of the Aquarium’s more specialized feeders 
like the seadragons and seahorses. The exciting new addition to the Aquarium will be featured in 
Kilo’ia in the next few months.

Feeding Our Fish:

At the Waikiki Aquarium

Interested in being inspired
 on a daily basis?

Follow us on
 Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook.

@waikikiaquarium
#waikikiaquarium

Waikı-kı- Aquarium  - Education Department
2777 Kala–kaua Avenue, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96815-4027

R E G I S T R A T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N

›› Pre-registration is recommended.
›› FOWA members are allowed up to four total registrants at FOWA rate.
›› Questions about the activities? Call the Waikīkī Aquarium Education Department at 440-9007.
›› A handling fee of $5 will be assessed for withdrawals.
›› No refunds can be made for no-shows or for withdrawals made seven days or less before an activity. 
›› Please do NOT fax or email your registration.

To register by phone: 
›› Call 440-9011. Visa and Mastercard are accepted.

To register by mail:
›› Full payment must accompany completed registration forms. Please, no cash. 
›› Make checks payable to University of Hawai‘i. Visa and Mastercard are also accepted.
›› Mail the completed registation form with a check or credit card information to:
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Plankton
Ocean Drifters

Plankton are drifting aquatic organisms that are unable to swim against currents. 
The word plankton is derived from the Greek word planktos which means 

“wanderer” or “drifter”. Plankton come in all shapes and sizes ranging from 
microscopic bacteria to large jellyfishes. There are two major types of plankton – 

phytoplankton and zooplankton. 

FISH LARVE CRAB LARVE COPEPOD

Phytoplankton

Phytoplankton are microscopic marine 
life that require sunlight to live and grow. 
Phytoplankton are a crucial base for ocean 
food chains and produce half of the world’s 
oxygen. They include photosynthetic bacteria 
and protists known as cyanobacteria and 
unicellular algae. Two of the major types of 
unicellular algae in the ocean are diatoms and 
dinoflagellates. Diatoms have beautiful, ornate 
shells made of silica. Diatomaceous earth, 
frequently used as an abrasive component in 
household goods such as toothpaste and pest 
control products, is made of fossilized diatoms. 
Dinoflagellates have a shell covered body and 
whip tail known as a flagella. Some species 
of dinoflagellates are bioluminescent and are 
responsible for the sparkling blue-green light 
sometimes seen in the ocean at night. There 
are also species of dinoflagellates that produce 
toxins such as those responsible for paralytic 
shellfish poisoning. 

Zooplankton

Zooplankton are animals that spend 
part or all of their lives as ocean drifters. 
Zooplankton that spend their entire lives as 
plankton include copepods, krill, salps and 
chaetognaths. There are also many organisms 
that only spend their young (larval) lives 
as plankton. These include fish larvae, crab 
larvae, urchin larvae and barnacle larvae. 
Many larval animals look very different from 
the adult. 

Here at the Aquarium, we are 
planning a new exhibit that will 
include a section on plankton. 
We look forward to teaching you 
more about these interesting and 
important marine organisms! 

Plankton: Under a Microscope

At the Waikiki Aquarium

Photo Credit: NOAA Photo Library

SALP

DINOFLAGELLATES



8    J U L  -  S E P T  2 015

After a lengthy review process that spanned a few years, the 
Waikiki Aquarium has purchased an integrated membership 
database software that consolidates all operations into one 
database from ticketing, memberships, donations as well as 
group sales.  

The Aquarium staff have been in training sessions since February 
and have worked diligently towards our “Go Live” date of May 28, 
2015.  As this issue goes to press, staff are still working on process 
issues and familiarizing themselves with the new software.   As 
with any change in programs and software, it takes time for end 
users to utilize the software to its full potential, however, we are 
confident that we have the resources provided to move in 
that direction.  

The Edge of the Reef holding area had remained basically unchanged since the exhibit 
creation in 1987. With increasing education, school and special group needs as well as 
evening events, it became clear that an expansion and improvement of the holding area was 
necessary. The Aquarium used recycled plastic lumber for the fence as well as the holding-
tank stands. We also expanded the tank holding capacity and improved water movement, as 
well as installed a full shade structure over the tanks, reducing the bright sun glare for guests 
when they walk out of the  gallery.

5 NEW
DEVELOPMENTS

A number of new developments including facility renovations and a renewed 
partnership have kept the staff at the Waikiki Aquarium very busy.  Regular 
visitors to the Waikiki Aquarium have probably noticed a “buzz” of renovation 
activity happening at our facility over the past few months. These projects 
were undertaken to provide enhance guest experience throughout the 
Aquarium and to keep the facility refreshed and revitalized.  Be sure to check 
out all of these improvements during your next visit.

With the last full renovation in 1990, the Waikiki Aquarium 
restrooms recently received a much-needed make-over. With a 
new color scheme, the newly improved restrooms feature LED 
lighting, low flow sensor toilets, new tile walls and flooring and 
baby changing tables in both restrooms. These features modernize 
our restroom facilities providing a more comfortable experience 
for our guests.

2. THE RESTROOMS

1. THE EDGE OF THE REEF

1

3

2
3. TECHNOLOGY
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Entertainment line-up:

For more info visit:
 http://www.waikikiaquarium.org/interact/annual-events/ke-kani-
o-ke-kai/

THE STAGE

PUTTING THE STAGE TO USE

NEW
DEVELOPMENTS

The stage was first created in 1995 as “The Gathering Place” (ke 
kahua pili kai), a central place where entertainment, speeches and 
other activity would happen during special events. The renovated 
stage allows for installation of theatrical lighting and with a raised 
height of more than a foot, it offers a better view plane for audience 
members who are seated on the lawn.

4. THE STAGE

2
NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) Pacific Islands Region and Waikiki 
Aquarium have recently signed a five-year memorandum of agreement to support joint 
activities based on their shared commitment to the conservation of all native fish, wildlife, 
plants and their habitats.

“This agreement supports exciting projects like the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
exhibit which highlights one of NOAA’s sites in the Pacific  through marine conservation 
and education,” said Andrew Rossiter, Ph.D., Waikiki Aquarium director. “It also allows the 
Aquarium to develop internships and outreach programs that support NOAA programs.”  
The new agreement continues a relationship between the partners dating back to 2010, 
when the first agreement was signed.

The Waikiki Aquarium is the second oldest aquarium in the United States and conserves 
marine resources through public education, scientific research, training and technology 
transfer, and the direct support of field-based conservation initiatives. 

“The Office of National Marine Sanctuaries is pleased to continue its work with the Waikiki 
Aquarium,” said Allen Tom, ONMS Pacific Islands Regional director. “We recognize the 
scientific expertise and educational capabilities that the Aquarium contributes to the 
conservation and recovery of the marine environment. We look forward to implementing a 
new internship program, with the hope that it will build capacity for our local students and 
create the next generation of marine scientists.” 

ONMS Pacific Islands Region oversees two sites in Hawai'i, Hawaiian Islands Humpback 
Whale National Marine Sanctuary and Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument in 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, and National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa. 

 For more information about the Pacific Islands Region program, 
 visit http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/about/pacific.html.

5

5. PARTNERSHIPS

4
With a new, raked awning in place, the newly renovated stage was 
quickly “blessed” at the first Ke Kani O Ke Kai concert, featuring Kaiholu 
and Makana.  Renovations to the area provided a refreshed, more 
substantial structure for the summer concerts, weddings, corporate 
events, birthdays and other celebrations that members of the com-
munity regularly use the Aquarium for.  A luau, presented by a local 
tour company, that launched in December 2014 has also helped enable 
the Aquarium with some of the renovations. For more information, or 
to experience the luau, visit DiamondHeadBeachLuau.com or call 926-
3800.  We are grateful to Friends of the Waikiki Aquarium, as well, for 
its support of the stage area renovation and look forward to the many 
incredible moments that will take place on the stage!

PUTTING THE STAGE TO USE

Photo Credit: Leon Ho
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INSPIRE

PROMOTE

CONSERVE

CONSERVATION

UNDERSTANDING

MARINE LIFE
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INSPIRE
UNDERSTANDING

VOLUNTEERS
THE MANY FACES OF THE
 WAIKIKI AQUARIUM

8 VOLUNTEERS

1 STAFF

THE RATIO
The Waikīkī Aquarium aims to “inspire and promote 
understanding, appreciation and conservation of Pacific 
marine life." More than 300 wonderful volunteers help 
to make this mission a reality. These special people, 
diverse in age, background and experience, are eager 
to learn more about Hawaii’s marine environment 
and how they can share this knowledge with others. 
Whether you are a professional or a homemaker, retired 
or work full-time, a teacher or a student, the Aquarium 
needs your skills and talents!

On average, volunteers dedicate approximately 18,000 
hours of volunteer service to the Waikiki Aquarium on 
an annual basis. The state of Hawaii determines that 
the monetary value of a volunteer is $23.14 per hour 
for non-specialized duties*. The 2014 volunteer value 
contribution to the Waikiki Aquarium totaled just over 
$410,000. This extensive team of charitable community 
members help connect the aquarium to schools, 
governmental organizations, non-profits, the tourism 
industry, the military, international partners and so 
many more just by word of mouth and genuine passion 
for the communtiy and marine life.

FOR  EVERY

*IndependentSector.org

APPLY ONLINE AT 
WWW.WAIKIKIAQUARIUM.ORG
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

VOLUNTEER 
BENEFITS
Smiles and thanks from visitors 
from all over the world

Free parking while 
volunteering (3 spots are 
designated for volunteers)

Professional training

Membership privileges

Gift Shop discounts

Unlimited Social and 
educational opportunities

Making a difference to staff, 
visitors, and marine life

AQUARIUM EDUCATOR DOCENT PROGRAM

GIFT SHOP VOLUNTEER

AQUARIST ASSISTANT

Top 5

Just one two-hour shift a 
week, and you can help 
inspire and educate visitors 
about Pacific Marine Life. 
This program offers flexible 
online training, hands-on 
experience, and is a great 
way to get involved and 
give back!

This professional training 
course will ignite your passion 
and knowledge of Marine life. 
After completing the course 
you will be able to give tours 
to school students and adults 
throughout the year. Training 
starts on August 31st!

Personalized training with gift 
shop staff and volunteers. Make a 
difference while staying cool in our 
air conditioned gift shop!

Work along side our biologists 
and learn what it takes to build a 
career in marine biology and run 
an Aquarium.

Our staff are always seeking help in 
a variety of departments. Let us see 
how your talents can contribute.

OFFICE SUPPORT

CARONED

Now retired, Ed moved to Hawaii 
after being transferred while 
working with the U.S. State 
Department. He fell in love with 
Hawaii and decided to stay. Ed 
is enjoying his retirement and 
volunteers at the Aquarium as 
an Educator. The most enjoyable 
part of working at the Aquarium, 
for Ed is interacting with 
people from different countries. 
Ed’s favorite staff member is 
Aquarium Director Dr. Rossiter. 
And when asked what he would 
do if he were director for a day 
he replied, “Well, introduce a 
mermaid show!”

Originally from Washington State, 
Caron came to Hawaii seeking 
warmer weather and fish. Hawaii 
provided exactly what she was 
looking for. In Caron’s spare 
time she keeps herself busy with 
outdoor activities like gardening, 
cross country skiing, and hiking. 
Caron has been an Aquarium 
volunteer for over a year, and 
dedicates time as an Educator 
and a Docent. Caron really enjoys 
working with people, young 
and old. She is always eager to 
learn more about marine life and 
works to identify species and the 
differences between them.



On some parts of Oahu's coastline, G. salicornia, 
K. alvarezii and Eucheuma striatum are dominant, 
outcompeting and excluding native algae. One 
such area is the reef in front of the Aquarium. 
Efforts to remove these alien species and to 
restore the reef to its natural condition have been 
underway since 2002. Driven by Dr. Celia Smith 
and her students at the University of Hawaii’s 
Department of Botany, this Aquarium/Botany 
Department collaboration is a community-
oriented project that seeks to remove the alien 
algae from the reef ecosystem by removing 
them from the ocean's substrate and loading 
them onshore. Care is taken that any native 
species inadvertently collected by volunteers 
are returned to the ocean. To assess both the 
scale of the challenge and the effectiveness of 
the removal efforts, the alien algae is weighed 
and thereafter transported to Honolulu Zoo. The 
algae is then added to the Zoo’s compost pile, 
which is used to fertilize the plants on the Zoo 
grounds and is also available for public use.

IN THE WAVES

LAST YEAR WE HELD FIVE INVASIVE 
ALGAE CLEAN UPS. BELOW ARE THE 
CUMULATIVE STATISTICS:

1,631 LBS 
OF INVASIVE 
ALGAE SPECIES

975 VOLUNTEER 
HOURS

390 VOLUNTEER 
PARTICIPANTS

CLEANS UP
ON THE BEACH 

The Aquarium partners with City and County,  
and the Hard Rock Cafe in public beach clean 
ups on a quarterly basis. Clean ups are held at a 
variety of locations around Oahu and are open 
to all ages. 

FUTURE BEACH CLEAN UPS

AUGUST 25TH
MAGIC ISLAND

NOVEMBER 21ST
DUKE - KAIMANA

JANUARY 17TH
SANDY'S 

THE AQUARIUM

Registration for clean ups are done online through the Aquairum website. If you are interested in 
participating in a future clean up as an individual, as a group, or as a company you can send your e-mail 
and contact information to volunteer@waquarium.org to be added to the registration listing.



new & renewing fowa members
Kash & Mina Akamu
Blaine & Shannon Alexander
Jon & Janelle Allen
Kandee K. Almond
Shirley Alvaro
Anthony Amend & Nicole Hynson
Roger & Amy Aoki
Alvin & Avis Aono
Arai Family
Liane Arakawa
Ronald & Ellen Arata
Jeremy & Mandi Armitage
Anne Au & Von Velasco
Vince, Char, & Mochi Au
Paul & Aferdita Balasch
Geoffrey Bannister & Jerri Ross
Dr. & Mrs. Wayne B. Batzer
Frances & Ladd Baumann
Drs. Maenette & Robert Benham
Ann & Royce Benjamin
Jeff & Bonnie Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Bloom
Jonas & Priscila Bluth
Darnel & Aprilyn Bongolan
Mr. Jerry & Mrs. Janice Boster
Simran Bott
Greg Bowman
Donald C. Bozarth
Thomas & Christopher Brand
Mark & Haecha Brehm
Drs. Kim Bridges & Nancy L. 
Furumoto
Kathy Callahan & Tino Aragon
Caroline & Bill Carl
Karen Carlson & Bonnie Solmssen
Ms. Marian W. Carson - Heydon
Ann B. Catts
Amy E. Chagami
Brady & Jennifer Chalaive
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Chan
Melvin K. Chang
Jennifer & Eric Chen
Atsushi Chida
Michelle & Jonathan Ching
Mary Anne & Richard Chow
Ayres Christ & Anna Karsin
Melanie Chun
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Chun
Mrs. Holly Church
Elizabeth Churchill
Garrett & Kelli Cole
Marc Contee & Patricia Rothrock
Mr. Joshua Copus
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Corpuz
Evelyn Cox & Frank Stanton
Heidi Creighton & Sean Redican
Andrew & Colleen Crocker
Mr. Jonathan Crosson
Jess & Jennifer Cruz
Pakalika Cunningham & Elke 
Gebhardt
Dr. Marysol A. Damo
Ashley & Guerric de Coligny
Gloria & Gwen De Francia
Michael De La Rosa & Cindy Huynh
Ruby Delbeek
Mr. Daniel Dinell
Joseph Ken Doggett
Claire & Joy Domingo
Filamor & Geraldine Doronio
Justin & Jennifer Dotson
Brian Doyle & Janie Lai
Mr. & Mrs. John Doyle
Michelle Dragavon
Matthew & Tawnya Drobitsky
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Dugger
Barbara Dwyer & Bridget Dwyer-
Dial
Ryan & Jaimie Eck
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ehrhorn
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Ellermann
Andrew & Barbara Endo
M. Eleanor Fahrenwald
Martin & Angel Fajardo
Brent & Rochelle Fallon

Salvador & Yasmin Dar Fasi
Jess Ferguson
Ging Ging & William Fernandez
Ian & RG Fitz-Patrick
Valarie P. Fokumlah
Mina & Francis Foster
Dr. Jeanne Fox
Christen & Thelma Fragas
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Hu
Alexander Fudge & Tarah 
Maruyama
Tamaki & Chris Fujiyama
Sidney & Manami Fukayama
Micah & Eri Furuyama
Mr. & Mrs. Gamarra
Jacquelyn Garcia & Adam Pelkey
Mrs. Jaime Garcia
Helena Geng & Yun Yang
Leon Geschwind & Kayee Kwock
Ms. Sally Glenn
Larry & Amy Godlewski
Mr. Grant Gonzalez
Mr. Christopher Goshi
Russell & Karlee Green
Deidre Greene
Patricia Gregory
Noah & Krista Groothuis
Lori Haas & Cody Gravitt
Atiya Hakeem
Gil Hakimi & Nabile Patjane
Michael Haloski
Naomi Hamachi & Darline Dye
Mrs. & Mr. Hanlon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael S. Harman
Brooke Hasegawa & Kyl Nakaoka
Daniel & Hali Hatting
Rayna Ling Hawkins & Chris 
Hawkins
Keith & Beryl Hayashi
Alex & Karen Hazlett
Jeanne Herbert
Victoria Heslin
Andrew Hieber and Leinani 
Cachola
Wendy Higashihara
James Hildenbrand & Joyce 
Neeley
Zonia Hill & Gabriel Hong
Toni Hinds & Chezlani Casar
Kris Hirata
Charlotte Ho Tsie
Ryan & Kerri Hopkins
Ko Moe Htun & Susan Malterre-
Htun
Desmond & Kira Hutchinson
Csaba & Mari Hutoczki
Cheryl Ann Ikeda & Dawn Inouye
Mr. & Mrs. Lester H. Inouye
Jean & Jay Ishida
Jennifer Isobe
Frances & H. Richard Ito
Fred & Derek Iwasaki
Eric & Kay James
Paul Jamison & Natalie Ganancial
Mr. Michael Jennings
Akemi Jensen
Yangseung Jeong & Jieun Lee
Dora S. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Johnson
Ms. Andrea Lynne Johnson
Timothy & Jessica Johnson
Scott Jones & Vee Lee
Deron Jyo & Paul Chungy
Rae & Alton Kagawa
Sean & Shayna Kaku
Lorne & Jan Kaneshiro
Mr. & Mrs. Peter and Rea Kang
Gary Kansky
Mindy and Steve Kao
Brittney Kapaona & Kapiolani 
Kekaulike
Peter & Reiko Kaplan
Dr. David M. Karl
Benjamin & Lauren Kase
Curtis & Emily Kawamura

Martha Staff
Elizabeth Stanton & Juan Barrera
Victoria & Patrick Stevenson
Jodie Stoddard
Ryan & Eileen Sugimoto
Ben Suiso & Gail Tice
Davin Takamine
Glenn & Gail Takeda
Dr. & Mrs. Elmer Takenishi
Grant & Carolina Takiguchi
Mr. Jeff Tam
Paul & Elsa Tamashiro
Victoria & Shoichi Tamura
Hidekazu & Yuka Tanaka
Carl & Helen Tanigawa
Alana Taniguchi
George & Katie Teller
Rodney Tenorio & Dora Lynn 
Sablan-Tenorio
Dason M. Teruya
Brett & Dee Thomas
Brad & Angie Thompson
Mr. George Tinker
Ivan & Manee Toguchi
Walter Y. Tokushige & Janice Y. 
K. Lum
Mrs. Vera Tom
Mr. Garet Tomita & Ms. Kimberlie 
Young
Dana Anne Miyuki Senaha & Paul 
Tomonari
Terry and Shauna Tonkin
Steven Tottori & Kimberly Tottori
Mr. Allen M. Tsukamoto
Mr. Maxwell Tobias Tupper
Robin Van Niekerk & Tatyana 
Cerullo
Mr. Van Voorhis
Mr. Christopher Veith
Burke Vinluan & Nemokan Smith
Gary & Karen Wakabayashi
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen M. Walsh
Guolin Wang & Shuyan Lin
Sylvia Wang & Sue Kuo
Patricia Warner
Tim Waters & Anna Hawajska
Michael & Celesie Watson
David Weick & Bonnie Brayton
Anthony Westhoff
Derek & Miho Wheeler
Mark & Kari-lyn Whitaker
Nathan Whitaker & Debbie 
Tanakaya
David & Brenda Williams
Marlon Williams
Mark Wilson
Merium Wisnosky & Mimi 
Wisnosky
Cindy Wong & Titus Tan
Reggie & Myra Yamada
Kathryn Yamaguchi & Jose Tome
Tracy Yamato & Carrie Wedemeyer
Dr. Nozomu & Mrs. Erica Yamauchi
Mr. Daryl & Mrs. Sandra Yasunari
Dr. Derek Takai & Dr. Jaelene Yates
Jon & Lydia Yee
Joy & Trevor Yee
Ms. Lois Yonezawa
Keith & Tammy Yoshimoto
Warren & Miki Yoshimoto
John & Shari Young
Ms. Sharon L. Young
Sebastian & Eun Hee Young
Stephen & Ann Young
Joe Zucchiatti & Mairi Macrae
Deborah Zysman & Dan Gluck

If your name is not listed or 
is listed incorrectly, please 
accept our apologies for the 
error and our most sincere 
thanks for your support.

Jan Nakaya
Slava & Kim Kharchenko
Kay & Bill Kibby
Brett & Elizabeth Kiefer
Mark Kikuchi & Karen Ninomiya
Anthony & Jane Kim
David G. Kim & Deann J. Howa
Grace Kim & Young Ju Park
Hye Ri Kim
Richard & Hyun Kim
Kenny & Tiffany Kimizuka
Jennifer King & Arnold Ruff
Michael Kinzie
Kerry & Marlene Kiyabu
Caron Knell-Berg & Robert Berg
Jon & Gina Kobashigawa
Masahiko & Chikako Kobayashi
Jeffrey & Sandy Koch
Kiliwehi Kono & Lawrence Miike
Cheol Min Koo & Hyon Hwa Choi
Dr. & Mrs. Randall Kosaki
Jonathan & Erin Koshiba
Dmitry & Arkady Krupitsky
Andrea Kubo & Anthony Chung
Mr. Emery Kuo
Wayne & Carolyn Kurakake
David & Siuling Kwan
Sumner La Croix
Louise S. Lacasse
Kevin Lam
Mr. Wilson Lam & Ms. Sharon 
Nekoba
Noriza Lambert
Michael Lameier
Mr. & Mrs. John Langan
Sam le Riche & Peter Wootton
Trisha & Troy Lea
Debra Lee & Brandon Sanchez
Kanako Lee
Lee Miki & Sharon Uyehara
Liang & Jennifer Lee
Mrs. Emily Lee
Patricia A. Lee
Perkin Lee
Vaden-Lee Villaver
Kwanglee Gress
Cathy & Garrett Leong
Andre Liang & Jennifer Tashiro
Peter & Malene Lindholm
Edith Lindo & Nelbe Shea Fabro
Steven Lo
Caren Loebel-Fried
Dr. & Mrs. David G. Lord
William & Rachel Low
Ethan & Julie Lum
Jenny Lum
Mr. Wilfred Lum & Mr. Randy Lum
Bud & Laurie Lush
James & Aleui Lyman
Adam Lyon
Odeza Macaraeg & Richard 
Fajardo
Cindy Mahoney & Tay Perry
Barbara H. Makua
Moses Marines, Jr.
Nathalie Marmier
Richard & Susan Marth
Miguel & Tonya Martinez
Dr. Traci Masaki Tesoro
Gordon J. Mau & Lydia Tsui
Alma B. McGoldrick
McGuckin & Zachary Hiett
Derek Medeiros
Sean Medeiros
Robert & Kim Mehaffey
Eric Merkel & Heather Doyle
Alex & Olga Mikhailenko
Beau & Cinthia Miller
Darin & Toni Mingo
Landon & Kelli Miyamura
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin & Kelly Miyamura
Wendy Miyashiro-Wong & Laura 
Hobdy
Robert & Erika Molyneux
Cliff & Tamura Montgomery

Paul & Barb Morgan
Laura & Burt Moritz
Christine Morrice
Chenoa Morris-Diehm
Nicole & Frank Muffley
Jean Murakami
Marynell Muraoka & Stella Chang
Joy & Eric Nagata
Mr. Cathy Nakagawa
Nora Nakahara & Iris Stremick
Denice Nakamura
Marcus & Katie Nakamura
Clayton Ng
Drew & Jessica Niles
Mr. Edward Nishimura
Ryan & Donna Nishimura
Keoki Noji & Ashley Wilson
Josiah Nordgren & Alexis Stepha-
nos
Monique Nordin
Ms. Jessica O'Neill
Brian Okano & Itsuko Hagino
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Oshima
Kenneth & Amy Oshiro
Paula Ota
Mr. Andrew Pang
Arnold & Sanghee Park
Mr. Robert Pate
Roman & Brandi Perez
Sonny & Mahi Perreira
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Perry and Miriam 
Tcheng
Ms. Diane Peterson
Noel & Anjanette Pfeiffer
Raty & Ann Phomenone
Barbara & Robert Picayo
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Pimentel
James & Jane Pinkerton
Robert & Dawn Poiani
Rachel & Talia Portner
Susan Powell
Kevin Prior
Ms. Margo Proctor
Brad & Kirstin Punu
Alexander J. Quisquirin
Mr. Burgess JW Raby 
Alex & Kimberly Ramos
Mr. Matt Ramsey
Garrett & Janice Rawlins
Mr. William & Mrs. Deborah 
Reeves
Clare Connors & Alex Ress
Jesse & Chrysalis Reyna
Ms. Lillian Richardson
Sean & Amber Richardson
Jeremy & Esther Roberts
Steven & Sherri Rollison
Jaron & Crystal Rooks
John & Raquel Rubio
Grace Ryu & Mark Arimoto
Paia Saio & Jiniki Timoteo
Jordan & Dana Salazar
Antonija & Karl Sandbo
Yuko Sasaki
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Schatz
Chad & Kimberly Schneider
Kiha Sholtz & Chantel Leong
Cindi & Paul Schuler
The Schumackers
Shingo Seki & Naoko Kitamura
Patrick & Patricia Sheehey
Jeremy & Morgan Shigemoto
Nelson & Valerie Shigeta
Raymond Shimamoto
Dick & Sharon Shlegeris
Sara Shokri & Reza Ghorbam
Eric & Denby Siemer
Kelii & Uilani Silva
Tamatoa & Nicole Silva
Erin Smith & Jenna Freidman
Patrick Soma
Yongchae & Krista Song
Jeannine & Jesse Souki
Dana Kapua Sproat &
Kahikukala Hoe
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The beautiful exhibits at the Waikīkī Aquarium and the valuable 
research and conservation efforts that go on behind the scenes are the 
result of the work of many. Mahalo to all those who support us through 
their generous donations.

APRIL 2015 – JUNE 2015  

WALL OF FAME

CORPORATE SUPPORT
Aloha United Way

FOUNDATIONS, TRUSTS + GRANTS
Freeman Foundation
National Marine Sanctuary Foundation

DIRECTORS CIRCLE
Galen Ho

IN SUPPORT OF OUR MISSION
Anonymous
Jacqueline Ames
Edith Chave
Kathy & Don Hallock
Robyn Hunt
Rodney Ines
Gwendolyn James
Dr. Gail Grabowski
Dr. Sandra Kaneshiro
Kathryn K. Kimi
Rene Koyama
John Koster
Sybil S.Y. Kyi
Dr. Mark A. Nokes

Phil Olsen
Joan C. Pratt
Jane Schoonmaker
Sara Silsby
Vance Tokumoto

MONK SEAL PROGRAM
Randal & Nancy Bruckner
Girl Scout Daisy Troop 873

MATCHING GIFTS
Island Insurance Foundation

CONTRIBUTIONS IN KIND
Diamond Bakery
Dukes’ Waikiki 

KE KANI O KE KAI 
PRESENTING SPONSORS- MONK SEAL 
MELODY
Outrigger Resorts
Perry+ Allen +Chang, Coldwell Banker

SEA JELLY JIVE
Pepsi

SEAHORSE SYMPHONY
First Hawaiian Bank
Michael J. Marks Foundation
Northwestern Mutual

CHORAL CHORALE
Alexander & Baldwin, Inc
Aqua Hospitality
Bank of Hawaii
Elite Parking
Prime Builders of Oahu

ANEMONE TUNE
Armstrong Associates
Armstrong Foundation
Becker Communications
Cades Shutte LLP
Hawaii Dental Service 
Hawaii USA Federal Credit Union
Brian and Jennifer Isobe
Izuo Brothers
King Windward Nissan/Infinity of Honolulu
KKDLY LLC
Kualoa Ranch Hawaii, Inc
Leavitt, Yamane and Solder
Marr Jones Wang
Joseph Rothstein
Michael D. Rudy, Attorney
Surf 4 Hugs
Dr. Curtis Takemoto-Gentile
Tyson Charitable Foundation

CONTRIBUTIONS IN KIND
Island Event Rentals
Hawaiian 
Reskyu
Kona Brewing Co.
Barefoot Wine & Bubbly

Inspired by the hard of work 
of her mother, Live Exhibits 
Aquarist Kelley Niide, Sammy 
Niide and her Daisy Girl Scouts 
Troop 873 donated money for 
monk seal enrichment Toys.  

GIRL SCOUTS INSPIRE

Appreciating the Waikiki 
Aquarium starts at a 
young age.  Instead of 
gifts, 9-year-old Charles 
Van Horn asked for 
support of the Waikiki 
Aquarium.  Charles 
donated $250 towards 
our turtle exhibit. 

NEVER TOO YOUNG

Pepsi is committed to 
supporting the community.
At a recent Ke Kani O Ke Kai,
FOWA Board Member Barbara 
Campbell (second from left) 
accepted a $7500 check from 
Pepsi team members.

THANK YOU PEPSI
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